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Hitherto tho term " bituminous material " lias boon loosely applied
to tar products as well as to bitumens and asphalts, but the Committee
have from the first considered that it was desirable from the road
engineers' point of view to maintain a sharp lino of demarcation between
the two groups. The views put forward in correspondence from America
and by American engineers of standing and experience have been care-
fully considered, but the Committee still adhere strongly to the view
that the description " bituminous " should be applied only to the
second group

In this country the first group of road binders, the coal tars and
pitches, has been in use for many years, and as the Road Board in
1911 issued Specifications for the tars, tar oils, and pitches, which they
recommended for road purposes, these materials have already to some
extent been defined by those Specifications. The Road Board early
in 191*1: issued a nooond edition of these Specifications. Only two
classes of tar and one olasH of pitoli are dealt with, and as these Speci-
fications are of muih recent date, the Committee recommend that they
bo adopted proviHionally as the British Standard Specifications for
tars and pitches used for road work.

The Committee find that the choice of names for the second group
of road binders is a matter of some difficulty. The difficulty is in-
creased by tho frtot that whilst it is de.sirablo to obtain the con-
currence of the American engineers to tho nomenclature and
definitions whioh tho Committee now propose, the adoption of the
American nomenclature for the various materials composing thin
group would bo liable to load to confusion and misunderstanding in
this country.

Tho Committee have boon very anxious to secure uniformity with
American practice, and have carefully and fully considered tho defini-
tions adopted by the American Sooioty for Testing Materials, and
by the Committee of tho American Society of Civil Enginoora, put
forward by tho Amerioen corresponding members, but it is felt
that tho definitions now decided on are preferable from tho road
engineers' point of view, an they are based on those characteristics
of the materials whioh oan bo most readily verified whon employed
for road making.

In accordance with this view, tho Committee consider that it is
desirable to make a sharp distinction between ooal tar and paraflin-
oil derivatives on the one side, and native bituminous substances and
asphaltio oil residues on the other, and they are therefore unable to
accept the American definition of bitumen whioh would include tho
coal tars.